
President’s Message 

 

 Happy April! 

For those of you that 

missed the picnic, you 

missed a great party.  We 

had a fine turnout with an 

addition of a  few Orange 

Blossoms and a great 

turnout from Tri County 

mixed in.  We couldn't 

have asked for better weather.  There was 

plenty of food (as always) and plenty of 

games to play.  A fun time was had by all.  I 

want to thank everyone that helped with the 

picnic. 

 

Elections are one of the topics at the next 

meeting.  Anyone that has any interest in run-

ning for office, please called anyone on the 

nominating committee. (Joyce, Marlyn, or 

Wayne)  

We have a great meeting lined up this month 

with four people doing demonstrations.  It is 

great to see the talent our club has.  Anyone 

that has a great idea to make trees, or roads, 

or anything unusual, please make your talent 

known.  Everyone loves to learn something 

new.  Don't think your idea is too simple;  the 

simple things make the best accessories. 

 Here's hoping everyone has a great month 

and see you at the next meeting!!   
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APRIL MEETING 

 

On the agenda at the 

April meeting will be 

four separate demon-

strations of Village 

tips and tricks.  Dur-

ing each of these demonstrations, audi-

ence members will selected to try their 

hand at doing what was just demonstrated. 

 

Conrad Krause will demonstrate how he 

uses everyday tin foil to make the moun-

tains in his villages.  You will be surprised 

how simple and effective it is.   

 

Roger Grieves uses roof shingles to create 

paths and roadways.  Another example of 

how everyday items can be used to en-

hance your village and at very little cost. 

 

Cindy Swinehart will gather together her 

hot-wire foam cutting tools and transform a 

piece of plain Styrofoam into a detailed 

brick wall and maybe some other styles 

such as flagstone or natural stone.  It’s 

something we all can do. 

 

Denis Gillen , also using hot wire foam fac-

tory tools, will demonstrate some different 

methods for adding stairways between your 

levels of Styrofoam. 

 

(Continued on page 2) 



 

It should be a very infor-

mative meeting with au-

dience participation that 

everyone will enjoy.  

Hope to see you there on Sunday, April 17 at 

the Countryside Library. 

 

Doors open at 1:00 and food will be served at 

1:30. 

Marlyn King plans on making ham the main 

dish.  Of course, there will be plenty other 

items to fill your plate. 

 

 See you there! 

APRIL MEETING 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

 

TAMPA BAY 56ers PICNIC 

@ Starkey Wilderness Park 

 

There were 56 

village collec-

tors at our an-

nual picnic last 

month.  The 

weatherman 

was very coop-

erative and pro-

vided an ideal day for our enjoyment.  In 

addition to Tampa Bay56ers, members of 

the Tri-County 56ers and the Orange 

Blossom 56ers were also there.    

  

Thanks to Don Crowley and Richard 

Thierren for the work doing manning the 

hot dog and hamburger grills.   Kathy Dor-

sey was in charge of the food and she 

made no one went home hungry, that’s 

for sure.  Thanks Kathy.  After everyone 

had their full of eats, it was time for 

games and prizes.  Congratulations to 

George Mayo of the Orange Blossom 

56ers.  George won the 50/50.   

 

Once again, It was another great picnic 

and we’ll see you all next year. 

Goods News From Skip’s 

 

Joyce and I stopped in last week to see 

what was going on at Skip’s.  I heard 

that he may start selling D56 again al-

though it might only be during Christ-

mas.  As I pulled into the parking lot, 

there was Skip unloading boxes.  “Just 

in time” he greeted me. “I’m unloading 

all the new 2011 Department 56 prod-

ucts.   Skip took us inside so we could 

look at the new buildings. 

 

Skip is in the process of doing over his 

display area with all the new products.  

He will be carrying all the villages.  

Right now he has a limited supply of the 

new buildings.  He is awaiting his big 

shipment in June to complete his prod-

uct line. 

 

This is good news for all our northern 

area members.  Why don’t you stop in 

and say hello.  Be sure to identify your-

self as a Tampa Bay 56er.  



 

The Tampa Bay 56ers recently received a very nice Thank-you letter from Maria McCourt for our recent 

donation of $500.00 to the National Farm Workers Ministry.  Below is a copy of that letter and two of 

the pictures Maria sent showing the benefits of our donation. 



NCC 

Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heading to the Windy City in 2012 

 

Another Chicago gathering is in the works by 

the Ducky 56ers, assisted by the Wacky Wil-

lagers, Windy City 56ers and other IL clubs. It 

will be held in the fall of 2012. They are explor-

ing one hotel in the city and four in the sub-

urbs and hope to have a location and dates 

available for everyone soon. Dee Trogu and 

Rita Carroll are on the prize committee and 

will be looking for D56 related prizes for give-

away' as the seminars, breakfast and dinner 

and for the silent auction and auction. If you 

have any duplicates or items you are willing to 

donate to the cause or sell for a VERY low 

price, please contact Rita at racarr@aol.com. 

A charity letter (for IRS deduction) will be sent 

to everyone who donates. 
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Cindy Swinehart NCC Representative 

 

An old couple is having 

another couple over for 

dinner. While the two 

women are fixing the 

dinner, the men start 

talking and one says to 

the other one "I took my 

wife to a great restau-

rant last week - wonder-

ful food, huge portions, 

great service, and low prices." The other 

man says "Sounds great. What was the 

name of the restaurant?" The man says 

"What's the name of that red flower that 

you give to someone special?" 

"Carnation?" his friend asks. "No, that's not 

it." "Poppy?" he asks again. "No, that's not 

it either." "Rose?" he asks. "That's it. Now I 

remember. Hey Rose, what's the name of 

that restaurant we went to?" 

Saw this note from Judy Schwieterman 

on Facebook 

 

Our garden is doing well. To-

matoes have blooms. Corn is 

about a foot tall. We have 

been eating onions. Carrots 

needed to be thinned out. 

Cabbage and broccoli all 

growing. So far the animals have been stay-

ing away. Even my flowers needed to be 

thinned out. 


