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Hi everyone

Well we are into the hot,
humid Florida summer. |
hope you are all enjoying
it. So far we are free of
hurricanes and even the
thunderstorms have
been few and far be-
tween here in Par-

rish. We have been for-
tunate to have have the
company of our grandchildren very often
over the past few weeks. They keep us
busy and feeling young. Not to mention ex-
hausted and broke. But we love every min-
ute of it.

We have a lot coming up over the next few
months beginning with the foam demonstra-
tionin August. Plans are moving along for
the Christmas Party, house tour and the
meeting topics for the next few meet-

ings. Denny will have a lot of detail in the
Beacon, as he always does. If you have any
ideas for articles, submit them to him. Your
help is always appreciated. Remember, it's
OUR newsletter, not just Denny's.

Looks like the NFL will have a sea-
son this year, maybe slightly delayed, but
that is good for our treasury. Marlyn is look-
ing for help for the August 18th preseason
game. We have a lot of games to cover and
need help to do it. The schedule will be
posted soon. If we can't get the 12 to 14

people for each game, we may have to drop
it as a fundraiser. Keep in mind that it funds
part of the many events we have each year,
the Christmas Party being the main one, but
also all of our charitable donations. Itis a
small nucleus that works most of the games
but workers are needed to fill out the required
number of 12 or 14. So please sign up for a
few of the games and make Marlyn's job a
little easier. If we have to stop working the
games for lack of support, we all lose out.

Don't forget our display contest in October. A
single building, any village (including Lemax),
4 square feet maximum, with as many acces-
sories as you like. Enter as often as you

like. Winner will be chosen by those attend-
ing the meeting. This is an opportunity to
show off your skills and maybe win a prize.

Not a lot going on this month and many are
on vacation, so | canceled the Board of Direc-
tors meeting for the end of July. We will all
be together on August 14th so if anything
comes up, we can handle it then. See you all
at the meeting.

Roger




Aug. 14th Meeting Schedule

Our meeting on Sunday August 14 will have a number of special activities that
will make it a special meeting.

Virginia Papadopolus has an interesting luncheon
planned for the members. The theme will be your favor-
ite British food.

We will be voting on a by -law change.

There will be a special demonstration by John and Pat
Ehrenreich, Hot Wire Foam Factory Representatives

You won't want to miss this! If you have a friend who also collects and displays any ceramic
village, this would be a great meeting to bring them to a meeting

John and Pat Ehrenreich began collecting Department 56 Dickens Village in 1998 and
now have several of the villages. They found out quickly how much they loved to make dis-
plays and each year the displays got bigger, better, and more detailed.

Both John and Pat are currently active members of the Annapolis, MD Villagers. They
have created many displays for dealers and given several seminars at D56 gatherings and
shows all over the country including a seminar at our own Suncoast Southern Regional Gath-
ering in 2007.

John and Pat have become representatives of the Hot Wire Foam Factory and as
such have shared their expertise and knowledge with D56 collectors and other hobbyists
throughout the country.

The Tampa Bay 56ers are very fortunate to have John and Pat presenting a seminar
at our August 14th meeting and share with us all their tips and tricks of cutting and shaping
Styrofoam using Hot Wire Foam Factory’s tools. This will be their first presentation to an indi-
vidual club and will give us a unique opportunity to get a personal demonstration.

Don't miss it!




BY THE WAY submitted by Waldorf
Statler

Various Display techniques

If you are preparing your Halloween or Christmas Village dis-
play, you may want to consider using Plaster Cloth to build up
the different elevations or just to create a mountainous backdrop
for your village. It's easy to learn and takes very little time to ap-
ply. Plaster Cloth is a form of gauze embedded with plaster,
commonly used for plaster casts. It comes in rolls of material,
usually 4,5 or 8 inches wide by ten or fifteen feet long. To use it
you cut suitable lengths of plaster cloth, dip them in a bowl of
water until the material is wet, but not dissolving completely

| (usually one or two seconds), allow the excess water to drain -

back into your container and apply the strips to a super structure
of woven cardboard strips (to make tunnels and caves) or rough shaped styrofoam or apply it over crum-
pled newspaper, wire netting, or insulating foam.

Working with plaster cloth for terrains is easiest if you have:

suitable length strips (6 inches or longer ) precut to length.

Have a tray or large bowl of room temperature water to dip your strips in, located close to the terrain you
are covering.

Lay the strips across the area you are working on to overlap them, or cross them in different directions to
make the surface more secure.

Lay the strips with the plaster 'bumps' on the top surface, to give you the most plaster to smooth over the
cloth.

Use at least two layers of plaster cloth over each terrain base. Allow previous layers to begin to set up
before you add another layer, this helps to avoid over wetting or sagging.

Smooth the plaster to shape soon after laying the strips.

If you have a spray bottle of water, you can set the plaster cloth in place and spray it to wet it. This
method is usually less messy for tight spaces than dipping and draping the plaster cloth.

Coming Soon

My Kind of Town Chicago
(Gathering to be held in Rosemont)
September 21 -23, 2012




Your editor apologizes for getting this newsletter out later than usual, but
all my good intentions of being able to publish the newsletter went awry
when | realized that while | did take my laptop with us while vacationing on

_____Cape Cod, some necessary program were
T \eft behind at home on the desktop com-

- puter. 5o here | am, back home in Dafety
Harbor, FL with all my com-
puters and software and fin-
ishing the newsletter. Thank
you for your patience.

Joyce Gillen enjoying Cape Cod in the
motorhome

Joyce and | did enjoy our stay
at Cape cod and even got a
chance to spend some time with
a fellow Tampa Bay 50er, |
Lyons, who was also vacationing
on Cape Cod with old school
friends.
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Cindy Swinehart
NCC Representative

' Cindy informs us of some of the nearby signing =

m events that D56 artist will be conducting in the
" next few months. Unfortunately, none in Flor-
mida. Here are the nearest ones:

 October 15th

i Colonial Williamsburg

:: Williamsburg, VA

a Village Artist Jeff Junkins
n

 October 16th

m Yankee Candle

:: Williamsburg,VA

a Village Artist Jeff Junkins
:: 12-3 p.m.

n

in November 5th
 Steger Creek

i Roanoke, VA

i Village Artist Barb Lund
"12-4 p.m.

| |

:: November 11th

n Homestead Gardens

" Davidsonville MD

. Village Artist Tom Bates
w6 -8:30p.m.

n

:: November 12th

" Valley View Farms

:: Cockeysville, MD

m Village Artist Tom Bates
n12-4pm.

n

:: November 12th

. Christmas Place

m Pigeon Forge, TN
 Village Artist Barb Lund
n

:: November 13th

1 Golden Goose

i Occoquan, VA

" Village Artist Tom Bates

- November 13th

i Peppermint Forest/Southeastern Oasis

:: Pineville, NC

n Village Artist Barb Lund
n

+ November 19th

m Christmas Tree Hill

:: York, PA

n Village Artist Scott Enter
:: 1-3p.m.
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ALL Members—Please Read

The proposed by-law change has
been approved by the Board of Direc-
tors and will be voted on by the mem-
bership at the August meeting.

The parts of the above by-law section
that are struck through will be
replaced by the parts under-
lined and in bold print.

The purpose of the change is so that
our fiscal year will coincide with
elections and under most cir-
cumstance all major club activi-
ties will occur during an unin-
terrupted 12 month period.

Section E: Annual membership dues
shall be $20.00 single, $30.00
family, subject to change. The
fiscal year will be from January

s June

1 to May 31° of each year.
Dues shall be payable at or

before the dansart June
meeting. Charter members,
joining before December 1994,
dues shall always remain the
same. Members not paying by

Eebrdany August meeting shall
be considered delinquent.






