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Hi everyone

Welcome to summer.
It's time for the heat and
humidity, the evening
thunderstorms, hurricane
fears, days at the beach,
ball games (GO RAYS -
and - RED SOX) and
also time to plan the rest
of our club year. Our
meetings, charitable ef-
forts and our social gatherings all need to be
planned and then executed.

Your BOD has been hard at work working on
all of these things, and more. We have
looked at all of the input we received from
our work sessions at the last meeting and
have made some decisions, taking all those
ideas into consideration. Other ideas will be
filed away for the future.

Our August meeting will have a special dem-
onstration by John and Pat Ehrenreich from
HOT WIRE FOAM FACTORY. September
will have a Make & Take by Shelley
McGarry. Cost will be about $4.00 per par-
ticipant. October will have a display contest.
Look to the newsletter for details. Plans now
are to use the November meeting to do
some of the set up work for our displays.

We are also looking into details for the
Christmas party. Purchasing all of the build-
ings we have been giving out is very expen-

sive. Last year we spent about $4500. on
those gifts. Without the money from the Bucs
games if the lockout continues, we could not
afford that. Even with the games, the Board
is questioning spending that much money for
gifts. We will be looking into alternatives,
such as Lemax buildings, buying someone’s
collections at a good price and using those,
or moving to accessories instead. Look to
having discussions at future meetings. We
are open to other ideas and alternatives.

If anyone has ideas or articles for the news-
letter, get them to Denny G as soon as you
can. Anything for the August newsletter
needs to be in by mid to late July.

See you August 14 for the next general meet-
ing.

Roger

Have A Safe Holiday




Meet The Members
Cindy and Frances Swinehart

My brother, Chuck, and | were born in Kalamazoo,
Michigan. In 1955, my dad packed the family into a
Ford station wagon and we all moved to Sarasota,
FL (that makes me an "almost native Floridian").

After attending public schools in Sarasota, In 1967 |
enrolled at Manatee Community College in Braden-
ton, FL but spent more time at the beach thanin
class. | was employed at the Sarasota Herald Tribune as a proofreader (yes, they had proofreaders
back in the day) for a year before | finally convinced my parents that | needed to go to school far away
from Florida.

Boston, Massachusetts was my choice where | attended Chandlers Secretarial School learning to be-
come a legal secretary and at the same time working part time at the Sheraton Hotel as a chambermaid
and babysitter. My first job after graduating from Chandlers was with a law firm for the Shawmut Bank,
working for a senior partner who had gone through 13 secretaries in the previous year. After two years,
| changed jobs and went to work for the J.P. Stevens Textile Co. at their Boston branch serving the
Sheraton Hotel chain, Jordan Marsh, Filenes, Zayres and other accounts as a sales assistant.

In 1976, my Dad had a massive brain hemorrhage and | was ready to move back to Florida. However
family and friends convinced me to remain in Boston. In December 1977, | did move back to Sarasota to
be closer to my family. | worked for the Sarasota Herald Tribune in the Classified Dept. as a sales assis-
tant. After 28 years at the newspaper, | took advantage of an early retirement plan to spend more time
with my Mom, Frances, who had been diagnosed with Alzheimer's.

The interest in D56 began back in 1978. Actually, my Mom, Frances was the real D56 collector, as well
as a Hummels collector. | collected Mme. Alexander dolls, Sebastians (made in Marblehead, MA), and
Hallmark ornaments. It all started on St. Armands Circle at an upscale "dime store" called Klaucks that
discounted all Christmas merchandise 50% the day after Christmas. While | bought discounted Hallmark
ornaments; Mom bought the Snow Village lit houses. Each year we would be on "The Circle" at 6:30AM
waiting in line for the stores to open - make our purchases; jump in the car and head for Naples to The
Mole Hole for their discounted SV houses. Soon, we added Tampa, Clearwater and St. Pete to our "day
after Christmas" shopping (this made for a very long day).

While checking the Classifieds, Mom noticed that there was a D56 Club, Gulf Coast Villagers, in Sara-
sota and they met each month on a Tuesday evening. She wanted "us" to join -- she joined and | would
drop her off and pick her up from the meetings. What finally got me hooked was taking her to Christmas
Open Houses of the club members -- WOW! So that's what you do with those houses - set them up in a
display (I had lined them up on whatever available space - no trees, no snow, no accessories). The next
year we had our first open house with trees, snow and accessories. At one point our SV collection was
around 200 buildings plus accessories.

After attending a "Gathering" in Ft. Lauderdale, we hooked up with the Tampa Bay 56ers making us a
"two club" family. | was both President and Newsletter Editor for the Gulf Coast Villagers for 3 years.
Joining the TB56ers allowed us to bring new ideas to our Sarasota Club which disbanded in March 2007.

Like many other D56 collectors, we have "real estate" in North Pole, Christmas in the City, Halloween
and Easter. Last year we sold about 75% of our Snow Village collection to make room for CIC and Hal-
loween. My Mom really enjoyed being a member of both clubs and loved seeing the displays.




Mom and | have a few Gatherings under our belts - most notably the two in Minnesota (2001 and
2006) and our own SSRG Gathering in Clearwater back in 2007. In September 2011, | will be at-
tending my 7th Gathering, Happy Trails to Arizona.

When I'm not visiting my Mom at Heartland North, | enjoy working in my new "Florida" yard, going
to movies and reading a good book PLUS checking out EBay for that elusive bargain on an older
D56 piece. | have a niece, Katie who is expecting the 1st great grandchild in Michigan; 2 neph-
ews: Michael, an aspiring actor in L.A.; and Christopher, who many of the TB56ers know from
meetings and other events; PLUS my "rock", Sparkle our Jack Russell Terrier.

| am looking forward to my 2nd term as your NCC rep.

Aug. 14th Meeting Guest speakers

John and Pat Ehrenreich Hot Wire Foam Factory Representatives
You won't want to miss this!

John and Pat Ehrenreich began collecting Department 56 Dickens
Village in 1998 and now have several of the villages. They found out
quickly how much they loved to make displays and each year the displays
got bigger, better, and more detailed.

Both John and Pat are currently active members of the Annapolis,
MD Villagers. They have created many displays for dealers and given sev-
eral seminars at D56 gatherings and shows all over the country including a
seminar at our own Suncoast Southern Regional Gathering in 2007.

John and Pat have become representatives of the Hot Wire Foam
Factory and as such have shared their expertise and knowledge with D56 collectors and other hobbyists
throughout the country.

The Tampa Bay 56ers are very fortunate to have John and Pat presenting a seminar at our Au-
gust 14th meeting and share with us all their tips and tricks of
cutting and shaping Styrofoam using Hot Wire Foam Factory’s
tools. This will be their first presentation to an individual club
and will give us a unique opportunity to get a personal demon-
stration. ' ,

Don’'t miss it!
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The Teddy Bear Training Center Display created using Hot Wire Foam Factory tools in a
seminar at 2005 SRG gathering
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With the onset of war in 1775, Virginia began to train an

army to defend against a British invasion. Fifers and Drum-

l“ll“l’ib & mers were an important part of the 18th-century mili-

tary. Just as Virginia enlisted soldiers and stockpiled

arms and ammunition, it also trained fifers and drum-

mers to work with soldiers in the field. In the 18th
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& century, fifers and drummers tended to be boys ages 10 to 18. Today, in
dJ the Historic Area of Colonial Williamsburg, members of the Fifes and Drums
Jyare boys and girls ages 10 to 18.
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& In 1778, Virginia needed soldiers to protect the Capitol City of Williamsburg. Department 56 2011 Colonial

Williamsburg accessory

47 The General Assembly established the Virginia State Garrison Regiment, “Fife and Drum”

& which served in the Tidewater area of Virginia, stationing troops at Hamp-

& ton, Yorktown, and Williamsburg. Fifers and drummers served with the enlisted men of this regiment. Ac-
&I cording to the Williamsburg Public Stores accounts, the field musicians numbered some 22 players.

&

g The Colonial Williamsburg Fifes and Drums — also known as the Field Music of the Virginia State Garri-
43 son Regiment — carries forward the tradition of military music. Since 1958, visitors in the Historic Area

& have enjoyed the musical performances and experienced the history of America's Revolution.

43 Colonial Williamsburg's field musicians are drawn from a waiting list of young community applicants. Boys
& and girls begin their education in military music at age 10 and practice weekly for the next eight years,

43 until after they have graduated from high school. These young people talk with the public about the role of
& music in the 18th-century military. They teach younger members the music and history lessons needed to
continue the tradition of the field musicians.

The Fifes and Drums appear in more than 700 performances each year.
Colonial Williamsburg is justifiably proud of each of these truly remarkable
young Americans, past and present. They have come to symbolize what is
best about our community, our history, and our museum.

Visitors to Colonial Williamsburg always enjoy the performances of the fife

and drum musicians and Department 56 has preserved those memories
Department 56 2011 Colonial
Williamsburg accessory
“Drum Major and Bass Drummer”

with their 2011 accessory *
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