
President’s Message 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Tampa Bay 56ers 

members, 

 

 

This will be my last newsletter.  My last day as 

president is May 31, 2011.  I want to thank every-

one that has made my term memorable.  I have 

enjoyed my run and now it is time to turn the 

reins over to the next president.   

Please give the new president the same courtesy 

and enthusiasm that you have given me.  These 

past two years have flown by.  We are blessed to 

have such an active membership when many 

other clubs have fallen apart and disbanded.  We 

have to continue working together to keep our 

club intact.   

Even now, we are thinking ahead and planning 

for the future.  Please step up to help when 

needed.  Remember to help with the Bucs 

games, they are our bread and butter.  I want to 

thank my board for all their help and support.  I 

couldn't have done it without all of you.  I'm look-

ing forward to seeing all of you at the next mem-

bership meeting and in the future.  Take care and 

God Bless.    

Kathy 

A Publication Of The Tampa Bay 56ers 

“Building Villages Across The Bay” 

Volume XIX Number 5 May 2011 

MAY MEETING 

Sunday May 15 

1:00 

Countryside Library 

 

An afternoon of friends, 

food, fun, games and social-

izing and a chance to win 

some Department 56 prizes. 

 

There will be Bingo, left-

right contest, Bingo, trivia 

contests, Bingo even a few surprises and 

did I mention Bingo. 

.  

It should be a very enjoyable meeting with 

audience participation for everyone .  Hope 

to see you there on Sunday, May 15th at the 

Countryside Library. 

 

Doors open at 1:00 and food will be served 

at 1:30. 

 See you there 

Sounds Like a 

real good time. 

I’ll be there!  

SPELLBOUND 

I have a spelling checker; 

It came with my PC. 

It plainly marks four my revue 

Mistakes I cannot sea. 

I've run this poem threw it, 

I'm sure your pleased too no; 

Its letter perfect in it's weigh -- 

My chequer tolled mi sew. 



April 17, 2011  

 

Tampa Bay 56ers 

Regular Meeting 

Countryside Library 

 

Meeting called to order by Sol Gully, 1st VP.  

He welcomed all and thanked Marlyn King for 

coordinating the luncheon. 

 

Treasurers report, in printed form, was ap-

proved under motion by Lorraine C with sec-

ond by Catherine Z.  It was noted that the 

books would be audited prior to the next meet-

ing. 

 

Joyce Gillen gave the report of the nominating 

committee.  President—Roger Fournier, 1st 

Vice President-Joyce Gillen, Treasurer-

Conrad Krause, NCC Rep.-Cindy Swinehart, 

and Director-Sharon Borcherding.  Elections 

will take place at the May meeting at which 

time nominations from the floor will be ac-

cepted.  Newly elected officers will take over 

at the June meeting.  The committee report 

was accepted and passed.  Carol/Cherie. 

 

There was a brief discussion on increasing 

membership with several suggestions being 

made.  Don Crowley announced that CD’s of 

the Christmas house tour were available for a 

nominal fee.  He also gave each participant in 

the tour a CD at no charge. 

 

Denis Gillen gave out prizes for the winners of 

the newsletter contest.  They went to Marcia 

Pagnotta for the movie posters and Sharon 

Borcherding for the baseball teams.  

 

The program was in the form of breakout ses-

sions with Conrad K making mountains from 

foil and spray enamel paint.  Rodger G—

making roads from various types of shingles 

and linoleum tiles.  Denis G—making stairs 

and step and blocks from and in Styrofoam 

and the use of several types of tools. 

 

Door prizes—all accessories—Sharon B –NP; 

Leslie G-topiaries; Sharon S—DV:Sharon S-

CIC; Jack K– trees: Richard –trees; Ron –SV; 

Leslie-trees; Vern –trees. 

Raffle Conrad Krause—Lemax Chocolate Fac-

tory 

50/50—Sharon Smithy 

 

Meeting adjourned 

Wayne Ingalls, Secretary 



 





K. Kringle's is a family owned and operated 

Christmas Shoppe located at 400 75th Avenue 

in the Historic Corey Shopping District in beau-

tiful St. Pete Beach, Florida. They cater to all 

holidays as well as Christmas!   Pictured to the 

left are two of the new owners, Kristen and 

Lindsay Stanton.  The shop is open 7 days a 

week and they have their own web site where 

you can look at all the new Department 56 

pieces and order on-line.  Check out their web 

site:  kkringles.com.  When you visit, let them 

know you’re a member of the Tampa Bay 

56ers. 

 

Department 56 North Pole display

 

Department 56 Halloween display

 

Marlyn King checking out the Fontanin 

Marlyn King checking out the Fontanini 

display 



NCC 

Notes 

 

 

 

The Arizona Gathering committee has an-

nounced that they are taking 

orders for the “Happy Trails to 

Arizona” 2011 gathering pin. 

Be sure to purchase this one-

of-a-kind pin for the 2011 Ari-

zona Gathering.  The price is 

only $5.00 and they can be 

pre-reserved. Check out the 

Arizona Gathering website 

 

Cindy Swinehart  

NCC Representative 

To all Club Representatives: 

 

The NCC Executive Officers (President, 

Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary) 

are up for election this year with the new 

terms commencing 1/1/12.  Per the NCC 

Bylaws Randy Miller, NCC President, ap-

pointed a Nominating Committee to present 

a slate of eligible candidates for election to 

the Executive Board, with elections to be 

held no later than September 30, 2011. 

President Randy Miller, Secretary Tish Go-

scicki and Treasurer Michele Brown have all 

served two terms and may not be re-elected 

to the same position.  Vice President Mike 

Goode may be re-elected to a second two-

year term. 

A Club must submit a letter through the 

Club Representative to the Nominating 

Committee by June 1st, stating the mem-

ber's name, the office sought, a brief profile, 

and the member's qualifications for the of-

fice sought.  A nominee shall have been an 

NCC member for at least two years prior to 

election to office.  Please see http://

www.ncc56.com/ByLaws.htm for duties and 

additional information. 

 

Please consult with your clubs and let me 

know if your club would like to nominate 

someone for one of these NCC positions. 

Thank you, 

Shirley Belisle (Chairwoman) 

430 Lowell St. 

Andover, MA 01810 

978-475-0772 

sebel2@verizon.net 

Notice from Melinda Seeger, Ms Lit-

town 

Perhaps you’ve heard by now – De-

partment 56 is packing their bags and 

bidding a fond farewell to “One Village 

Place”, the building that we’ve called 

home since 1991. Not to worry, we’re 

moving just a short distance down the 

road to another facility that will better 

suit the needs of our division. During 

the moving process it will be neces-

sary to interrupt our 800 Lit Town 

Telephone Service for a short period 

of time. Please don’t worry, we’ll be 

back! If you have a question to ask us, 

please send us an email – mslit-

town@department56.com. We’ll be 

answering emails on a regular basis 

so we will continue to provide the 

same service you’ve come to know for 

the last 35 years. 

 

Our Lit Town line (1-800-548-8696) 

will be closed from May 2 through May 

16, 2011. Regular telephone service 

will begin on May 17, 2011. Remem-

ber we are available to talk to you 

Monday through Friday between the 

hours of 11 AM and 2 PM central time. 

Department 56 Consumer Services 

7400 Flying Cloud Drive 

Eden Prairie, MN 55344 

(800) LIT TOWN 548-8696 



 

One night, the Potato family sat down to dinner--Mother Potato and her three 

daughters. Midway through the meal, the eldest daughter spoke up.  

"Mother Potato?" she said. "I have an announcement to make."  

"And what might that be?" said Mother, seeing the obvious excitement in her eldest 

daughter's eyes.  

"Well," replied the daughter, with a proud but sheepish grin, "I'm getting married!"  

 

The other daughters squealed with surprise as Mother Potato exclaimed, "Married! 

That's wonderful! And who are you marrying, Eldest daughter?"     "I'm marrying a 

Russet!"  

"A Russet!" replied Mother Potato with pride.   "Oh, a Russet is a fine tater, a fine tater indeed!"  

 

As the family shared in the eldest daughter's joy, the middle daughter spoke up.  

"Mother? I, too, have an announcement." "And what might that be?" encouraged Mother Potato.  

Not knowing quite how to begin, the middle daughter paused, then said with conviction, "I, too, am get-

ting married!"  

 

"You, too!" Mother Potato said with joy. "That's wonderful! Twice the good news in one evening! And who 

are you marrying, Middle Daughter?"   "I'm marrying an Idaho!" beamed the middle daughter.  

"An Idaho!" said Mother Potato with joy. "Oh, an Idaho is a fine tater, a fine tater indeed!"  

 

Once again, the room came alive with laughter and exciting plans for the future, when the youngest  

Potato daughter interrupted. "Mother? Mother Potato? Um, I, too, have an announcement to make."  

"Yes?" said Mother Potato with great anticipation.  

 

"Well," began the youngest Potato daughter with the same sheepish grin as her eldest sister before her, 

"I hope this doesn't come as a shock to you, but I am getting married, as well!"    

"Really?" said Mother Potato with sincere excitement. "All of my lovely daughters married! What wonder-

ful news! And who, pray tell, are you marrying, Youngest Daughter?"  

"I'm marrying Peter Jennings!"  

 

"Peter Jennings?!" Mother Potato scowled suddenly. "But he's just a common tater!" 

 

If your down in the Venice area, be sure to stop in to the 

Christmas Room.  Linda Combs has a large and varied col-

lection of older retired department 56 buildings and accesso-

ries.  She also has Lemax and many other manufacturers 

items for you to look through.  If you missed that certain 

piece when it first came out and now you can’t find it any-

where, The Christmas room may be the place for you.  Make 

sure you let Linda know you are a member of the Tampa 

Bay 56ers and she’ll treat you right. 


