
TAMPA BAY
56ers

   BEACON

    November  2008

Membership Meeting
Sunday, November 9, 2008

Clearwater  Countryside Library
1:30 PM

Come join us for our next meeting.  We will have a
demonstration on creating and using lighting in back-
drops for your displays. Join us for the fun and games.

If you would like to bring a snack or dessert, please
contact Marlyn King at 727-692-6562 or 727-367-4226.
Marlyn is planning an early turkey dinner.  Remember the
club no long provides soft  drinks. Be sure to wear your
club shirt or your SSRG shirt for an extra prize drawing.



President’s Message
By Vern SchwietermanVern SchwietermanVern SchwietermanVern SchwietermanVern Schwieterman
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Happy BelatedHappy BelatedHappy BelatedHappy BelatedHappy Belated
Birthday!Birthday!Birthday!Birthday!Birthday!

Looking forward to the mystery dinner theater program on November 1!
I hope it isn’t too scary because my grandson Dalton will be with me.
Judy will be at a baby shower for our sister-in-law Lessette. Don’t forget

next weekend will be our regular meeting at the Countryside library.
Thanksgiving and Christmas are knocking on our door so we have a lot of loose ends

to tie up. The Christmas tour and party will be one of the things discussed at the next meeting.
We can use help to get this project completed.

We also need suggestions for attracting new members.  With every new members, we
get more new ideas that we could use in our displays.

Remember we still have 10 more football games to work.  Let Marlyn King know if you
can work because this is where the money comes from that we use for things like our mystery
theater bus trip. Maybe you can come up with a good idea for the next trip.

We were given a Department 56 piece, the hot air balloon, from Larry and Marie
Almeda and have several members interested in it. We will have a silent auction for it at the
Christmas party after the house tour.

We are planning the picnic for March 15, 2009 and will have another pig roast.  If
anybody is interested in helping with games or food, please let me know.

9/12 Delbert Everett
9/24 Wolfgang Paltian
9/27 Donald Crowley
9/28 Cindy Swinehart
10/5 Larry Almeda
10/11 Linda Grieves
10/13 Lorraine Crowley
10/28 Diana Cortright
10/31 Ron Ayers



Happy Birthday!Happy Birthday!Happy Birthday!Happy Birthday!Happy Birthday!
11/14 Ellen Wilcox
11/19 Marie Almeda
11/26 Agnes Mularoni
11/29 Jack King
11/30 Joy Lowe
12/1 Sally Colangelo
12/10 Barbara Wallis
12/18 Chuck McGeary
12/28 Denis Gillen

Ellen Wilcox, FDLE Special Agent, is pictured with her husband, Dennis Hoffman , her in-
laws, Don and Alice Morris, owners of H & R Trains  and FDLE Commissioner Gerald Bailey
after being presented a proclamation by the Florida Cabinet.  The resolution was sponsored
by Chief Financial Officer Alex Sink.

Special Agent Ellen Wilcox, in recognition of her devotion to duty, many accomplishments
and exemplary service, was honored by FDLE as the 2007 FDLE Special Agent of the Year.
Promoted to Special Agent in July, 1981, Wilcox regularly works with law enforcement
agencies, regulatory agencies and industry organizations to identify strategies to combat
mortgage fraud, is a member of several professional organizations such as the Association
of Certified Fraud Examiners, and is a nationally-recognized expert in the field of mortgage
fraud. She is recognized for her work as a case agent of a complex mortgage fraud
investigation impacting Florida, as well as the nation, involving both brokers and lenders
responsible for almost 200 fraudulent loans worth nearly $18 million.

My apologies for not sending out a newsletter since
August.  I have been extremely busy at work.  I was also
in Tallahassee the weekend that I should have been
producing the newsletter before the October meeting.
I offer the following news article in my defense.



 



On Saturday, November 1, 2008, 26 members traveled by bus to the Sleuth Mystery Dinner
theater in Orlando.  On the bus ride, we discovered that we don’t know very much about our
past presidents, except for Denis Gillen.  We also played bingo and Christmas trivia.  Our new
members, Shelley McGarry & John Gancar, joined us at the theater where we watched the
murder of radio host Tipton at the WKZY radio station (kneeling in the tan suit).  It turned out
that Tipton was murdered by his partner “Bill” (leaning over behind Tipton).  The “ladies” all had
really good motives, but they turned out to be innocent.  Our expert sleuth, Joyce Gillen,
deduced the correct murder suspect and won the grand prize, a large magnifying glass!
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becoming one of the most sought-after private dining rooms in the city.  Patrons enter throught the now
famous brick wall “door” the the Feds never found. Page 7



CHECK OUT THE TWO NEW PIECES FOR DICKENS VILLAGE
Department 56 celebrates the silver anniversary of this beloved village.  To commemorate
this anniversary, Department 56 is pleased to introduce several inspiring new pieces to give
collectors a fresh series of buildings based on the classic pieces introduced in 1984.



An important Department 56 introduction in 1986 was that of the Snowbabies.

Snowbabies were figurines of toddlers bundled in fuzzy-looking snowsuits; they were made entirely of
porcelain bisque, which was also hand-applied onto the little snowsuits, creating the impression that snow
crystals had fallen on the babies as they played outdoors in the snow.

The Snowbabies series reportedly took six years for designers Kristi Jensen Pierro and Bill Kirchner to
perfect, and the concept could be traced back to the late 1800s. Although some collectors disagree on
their origin, two theories have emerged. One is that the concept originated with explorer Admiral Robert
Peary and his wife Josephine. The couple, residing in Greenland in 1893, had a daughter, whom the
Eskimos referred to as “Ad-Poo-Mickaninny,” or “snow baby,” because of her white skin. The child was
named after an Eskimo woman friend, who made the baby a one-piece snowsuit. Josephine Peary later
wrote two children’s books about a snow baby, and, as an adult, daughter Marie Peary published an
autobiography in 1934 entitled The Snowbaby’s Own Story.

Others, however, trace the snow baby to 19th-century Germany, where “tannenbaumkonfekt”—small
dolls made from sugar, flour, and a gum thickener—were a popular holiday decoration. The candy
figurines became so popular that commercial confectioners could not keep up with the demand. One
confectioner reportedly commissioned a German company to create “snow babies” out of hand-whipped
bisque, and other German manufacturers were quick to adapt the designs. The bisque figurines remained
popular in Germany through the 1930s.

Department 56 Snowbabies represented considerable craftsmanship and labor on the part of the
company’s overseas manufacturers. Each design was transformed into a clay model, from which several
molds were cast. The final production mold was then filled by hand with a hand-blended mixture of clay
and water. All accessories, such as backpacks, wings, and stars were then attached to the dried, hardened
figurine by hand, as were the fine grains of bisque known as snow crystals. Finally, facial features and
coloring were applied by hand to each figurine. The popularity of the Snowbabies later prompted
Department 56 to publish a hard bound book featuring poetry and stories on the adventures of the
Snowbabies.



Minutes of Tampa Bay 56ers Meeting
October 5, 2008

Submitted by Wayne Ingalis, Secretary

A regular meeting of the Tampa Bay 56ers club was called to order by Vern Schwieterman.

Carol Williams introduced Suzanne Bowman as a new member and Vern introduced Shelly and John
Gancar and Alan and Patricia Ducal as new members.

Treasurers report was read and accepted after motion by Ida Johnson and seconded by Sol Gully.
Secretary read the minutes of the last meeting and it was accepted after motion by Don Crowley and
seconded by Nadine Carey.

Old Business: Marlyn King reported on the Buc’s Volunteers and general information on any changes that
had been made.  She also spoke about plans for our participation at the Super Bowl.  She thanked all who
brought food for today’s lunch.  New date for Sleuth Dinner Theater is 11/1/08.  There are presently 31
members signed up.

Shelter 5 has been reserved for our annual picnic on March 15, 2009.  It was moved to book the same
caterer as last year by Sol Gully.  Passed.  Meeting dates for the remainder of 2008 and into 2009 were
announced.  11/9/08 and then 1/18, 2/15, 4/19, 6/21, 8/16, 9/20 and 10/18 2009.

New Business: Denis Gillen announced that the NCC has updated its web site and reported that he liked
what he saw.  They are also accepting orders from clubs and individuals.  He suggested that individuals
order through the club as we will get free items for every $100 in purchases .  It was announced the Skips
annual open house (25th) would be 10/18 thru 10/25.  Everything will be 25% off during that time.  Roberts
annual sale is in progress as of 10/4.

Board meeting will be held on 11/7 at Jason’s.  This meeting was later changed to 10/28 at Jason’s.

It was announced that Virginia Lyden would be hosting her annual displays again this year.  Halloween from
10/8 until 11/1 and Christmas from 12/10 until 1/7.  Wednesday and Saturday from 1 to 3 PM and Tuesday
and Thursday from 6 to 8 PM.

Our display contest found three entries and these were judged by both a Judge and by popular vote.  1st

was awarded to Jack and Marlyn King, 2nd to Judy Schwieterman and 3rd to Brenda Brown.  All winners
earned gift certificates to Skips.  President Vern thanked Skip  Maslowski for acting as Judge.



The Membership Basket was won by Jack King.
50/50 - Don Crowley
Raffle - Wayne Ingalls - Halloween house

Door Prizes - Denis Gillen - Good Day Rev.
                       Wayne Ingalls - Window Shoppers
                        Cindy Swinehart - Halloween
                        Leslie Gully - Ballet Class
                        Ellen Wilcox - Lemax

Moved to adjourn by Conrad Krause and seconded by Carol Williams.  Meeting adjourned.

Minutes of October 5, 2008 meeting - continued

1st Place Winner - Jack King
(photo to right)

2nd place Winner - Judy
Schwieterman
(pumpkin photo below)

3rd Place Winner -
Brenda Brown
(photo to right)
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Welcome back to Alice Burak, Joyce Gillen
and Denis Gillen

Did you know that Ida Johnson is recovering
from surgery on her foot?  Ida has had the pins
taken out and is up and out of her wheelchair!!
Ida, let us know when you are ready to run a
marathon. ..... or maybe a just long walk.

Also, Ron Ayres injured his knee and had
to have surgery.  He will be recovering for
six to eight weeks.  Be sure to call and
wish him a speedy recovery and a be-
lated happy birthday.   Bummer - to
spend your favorite holiday (Halloween)
and birthday in bed!!
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We need volunteers to work the
Bucaneer games and the Bulls
games.  Here’s the remaining
schedule:

DATE/DAY TIME OF  TIME TO EVENT
 GAME BE THERE

11/15/08/SATURDAY TBA USF vs. Rutgers
11/16/08/SUNDAY 1:00PM 7:00AM Bucs vs. Minnesota
11/23/08/SUNDAY TBA USF vs. UConn
11/30/08/SUNDAY 1:00PM 7:00AM Bucs vs. New Orleans
12/6/08/SATURDAY 1:00 PM ACC Championship Game
12/7/08/SUNDAY 9:00 AM Game Day of Champions
12/21/08/SUNDAY 8:15PM 2:15PM Bucs vs. San Diego
12/28/08/SUNDAY 1:00PM 7:00AM Bucs vs. Oakland
1/1/2009/THURSDAY 11:00 AM Outback Bowl
2/1/09/SUNDAY 6:00 PM Super Bowl

Please call Marlyn King @ 727-367-4226 to volunteer to work any
of these games.



Nov 9 Membership Meeting
Sunday Clearwater Countryside Library

1:30 PM

Jan. 10, 2009 Tour of Homes
Christmas Dinner Party
Clubhouse in Parrish, FL

Feb. 15, 2009 Membership Meeting
Sunday Clearwater Countryside Library

1:30 PM

CALENDAR
        OF
    EVENTS

Tampa Bay 56ers
2006 Officers

President:  Vern Schwieterman
727-531-3112

1st Vice-President:  Sol Gully
727-488-3743

2nd Vice President:
Marlyn King
727-367-4226

Secretary: Wayne Ingalls
813-989-8007

Treasurer: Dennis Gillen
727-796-7606

NCC Rep: Bill Foelker
813-657-8949

Director:  Roger Fournier
727-515-8008

Director:  Roger Grieves
727-581-8199

Past President:  Joyce Gillen
727-796-7606

I took my dad to the mall the other day to buy some new shoes (he is 92).
We decided to grab a bite at the food court. I noticed he was watching a
teenager sitting next to him.The teenager had spiked hair in all different
colors: green, red, orange, and blue. My dad kept staring at him.
The teenager would look and find him staring every time.
When the teenager had had enough, he sarcastically asked,
’What’s the matter old man, never done anything wild in your life?’

Knowing my Dad, I quickly swallowed my food so that I would not
choke on his response, knowing he would have a good one, and in
classic style he did not bat an eye in his response.

’Got drunk once, and had sex with a peacock. I was just wondering if
you were my son.’


